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 If nothing else it has been a pretty good summer for the weather so far. A 
lovely, dry, sunny April bore into an average May and then the short-lived 
promise of a flaming June. No doubt people’s gardens have been getting a 
right good makeover and weeded to within an inch of their lives.  

 The picture of life at the Cathedral is somewhat different. 
Mothballed for months now, it stands silently looking over quiet streets. 
However this has not meant that ‘church’ has stopped. I continue to 
wrestle with audio and video recordings for services and Bible Tales. Our 
midweek meditations on ZOOM attract folk from around the world. In 
these endeavours to do church in a different way, I am hugely grateful to 
Michael Mappin and David Austin for being the technical gurus that 
produce the finished articles. Funerals have become very much more 
intimate occasions with just immediate family gathered around the 
graveside, but there is a positive blessing in that too for people, who feel 
they don’t have to ‘put on a brave face’ in the same way.  

 At the time of writing, the next announcement from the Scottish 
Government on Re-opening Church Buildings for Worship is expected 
around Thursday 18th June, as part of phase 2 of the framework for easing 
restrictions on lockdown. Phase 2 allows for churches to be open for 

private prayer, and for marriages to take place, with a limited number of attendees, all subject to physical 
distancing and hygiene safeguards. 

  Phase 3 of easing restrictions is expected to be announced on Thursday 9th July. Places of worship will 
be allowed to open for extended groups, again, subject to physical distancing and hygiene safeguards.  

  These phases are conditional on a number of requirements, all set out in the framework document, 
mainly around a low or decreasing infection rate. It is noteworthy that no building can legally open 
without a legally mandated COVID risk assessment, the paperwork for which is being prepared.  

Whilst the dates of moving into different phases will be communicated by the Scottish Government, there 
is no expectation that all Church of Scotland buildings will open on these key dates. It will be for 
Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions to consider carefully how these permissions might be used in local 
contexts. 

 In preparation for this I am in conversations with the Council’s Department of Museums and 
Heritage to plot a way forward for the Cathedral re-opening. Whatever comes to fruition, it will not be 
back to ‘normal’ and we will need to keep matters under constant review.  

 To that end we would appeal to you to be in touch with us if you can help in any way to 
communicate information to folk who do not have or use the internet. Whether through family or 
neighbours or friends, these will be the channels we will have to work through with transmitting the online 
information as the pace of change picks up over the next few months.  

 We will also be hoping to keep you updated more quickly with more frequent newsletter type 
Grapevines if necessary. 

 Please contact Robert Grieve at jamesrobertgrieve@btinternet.com with email addresses for anyone 
who DOES NOT already receive The Grapevine by email and wishes to do so. 

 Finally the Church of Scotland has set up an online donation facility. Anyone who wishes to make a 
donation either to the national funds of the Church of Scotland or to an individual congregation can do 
so by visiting this page, https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate  and by clicking on the donate 
button. All donations made to an individual congregation will be returned to that congregation, thus 
enabling members and adherents to continue to make their regular offering or to make a special donation 
to enable the Church's work to continue at this difficult time. 

In the meantime, stay safe and may Christ’s blessing continue to be with you.  

 
Yours  

Fraser 
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Tripping over joy 

 

What is the difference  

between your experience of existence  

and that of a saint? 

 

The Saint knows that the spiritual path  

is a sublime chess game with God. 

 

And that the beloved  

has just made such a fantastic move 

that the saint is now continually  

tripping over joy  

and bursting out in laughter 

 and saying ‘I surrender !’ 

 

Whereas, my dear,  

I am afraid you still think  

you have a thousand serious moves. 

 

Tripping over joy. Hafiz [c 1320-1389] 

Wild flowers  
 

There is a war now  
and we have been told to retreat. 
With no planes overhead the sky 

is hushed, holding its breath,  
the air clean and clear, scented  

with the smells of Summer. 
 

 We step out  
into our shrunk-down world to discover 
its minutiae. Armed with Harrap's guide 
we nose out campion, violet, celandine,  

cowslip, speedwell, coltsfoot, water  
avens, ribwort plantain, lady's bedstraw,  

charlock, solomon's seal, cuckoo flower, sticky  
mouse-ear, groundsell, herb robert.   

 
These that I used to give but a cursory glance  

have names to marvel at.   
They contain secrets 

and through every conflict keep the peace. 
 
 

Mark Saunders 
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God Says Yes To Me  
 

I asked God if it was okay to be melodramatic 

and she said yes 

I asked her if it was okay to be short 

and she said it sure is. 

I asked her if I could wear nail polish 

or not wear nail polish 

and she said honey 

she calls me that sometimes 

she said you can do just exactly 

what you want to 

 

Thanks God I said 

And is it even okay if I don't paragraph 

my letters 

Sweetcakes God said 

who knows where she picked that up 

what I'm telling you is 

Yes Yes Yes 

 

Kaylin Haught 

 

 

Funerals 

 

7th April  Margaret Skea   Sunfield Holm Rd  

10th April  Sheila Coghill   6 Buttquoy House  

10th April   Christine Fraser   6 Bridge St Wynd  

17th April   Margaret Budge   16 Craigie Cres  

28th April   Christine Wylie   4 Broadsands Rd  

8th May   Michael Corsie     Flat 1 Buttquoy House Kirkwall 

1st  June   Kelda Dearness   78 Cannock Road, Cannock, Staffs   

9th June      John Firth     9 Olaf Place Kirkwall 

12th June   Norrie Firth  25 Reid Crescent 

 


