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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle. 

The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its 
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order 

of service will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 
 

 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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Sunday 14th December 2025 
Morning Service - 11.15am 

Rev June Freeth is leading our worship today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop system, 
please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 
 
Welcome 

Gathering Music  

Lighting of the Christ candle 
All: Fearful and weary, we watch and wait. We light this candle for 

the world's deep need, come Lord Jesus come! 

All sing [seated] Hymn 316 Love came down at Christmas 

Gathering Meditation, Prayer and a Time of Silence 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

* PRAISE "Christmas Bowl"  

An empty bowl, uplifted hands: a challenge there we see, 
to share with neighbours in all lands our one humanity. 

An empty bowl, uplifted hands: may our commitment be 
that peace and justice in all lands shall be reality. 

An empty bowl, uplifted hands: to set the captives free 
and joining people in all lands in one community. 

A cup of wine, uplifted hands: O Christ, lead us to be 
your body broken for all lands, now and eternity. Robert Faser 

Bible Reading: 
Reader: With wonder we watch the world unfold before us each day. 
All: Prisms of light dance our dreams beyond our grasp and we 

awake to a world bursting with promise. 

Matthew 11:2-11 
John in prison had heard what Jesus was doing and sent disciples to ask 
him, 'Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone 
else?' Jesus answered, 'Go back and tell John what you hear and see; the 
blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; 
and happy is the one who does not lose faith in me.' As the messengers 
were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: 'What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then 
what did you go out to see? 'One wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who 



wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out 
for? 'To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: 
This is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger before you who will prepare your way before you. 'I tell you 
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the 
Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the realm of heaven is greater 
than John is.' 

Reader: Ordinary, simple things, bring awe and wonder to our 
everyday. 

All: And we find blessing all about us. May our minds ever 
ponder these words as these stories settle into our minds, 
may we feel them stir and lift our hearts. 

* PRAISE "O little town of Bethlehem"  

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie, 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light, 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 
When lives of humble service preach The Good News to the poor, 
When troubled minds or bodies find A welcome at our door, 
When healing hearts and hands lift The lowly from the dust, 
Then ring the bells and sing Noels: For Christ is born in us. 
 
No longer dreamless, Bethlehem, You bear the wounds of war; 
Can words of peace make conflict cease, When freedom is no more? 
No! Therefore work for justice, Let swords thrust none apart. 
When all are free, the world may see Christ born in every heart! 

Contemporary Reading 

Anthem  

SERMON 

Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward] 

* HYMN 291 When out of poverty is born 

* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: Let us now take a moment to celebrate each other. 
 May a heart of peace rest with you. 
All: And also with you. 
  



Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle of Remembrance and Hope is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life. 

Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer 
All:  Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom the Power and the Glory for ever 
Amen. 

* HYMN 320 Joy to the world 

* Parting words: 
Leader: Gathered together All: We wait for the light. 
Leader: Standing together All: We trust in the light. 
Leader: Praying together All: We hope for the light. 
Leader: Seeking together All: We step out with the light. 
Leader: Singing together All: We are blessed by the light. 

* Benediction 
* Choral Amen 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 
**--------------------** 

NOTICES 
Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 

St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 
All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 

-----oOo----- 
Tuesday 16th December 
7pm Light up a Life service, in the Cathedral 

-----oOo----- 
Sunday 21st December 
9.30am Early communion in the St Rognvald Chapel 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. Fourth Sunday in Advent 
6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, with the Cathedral Choir 

**--------------------** 


