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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle.
The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order
of service will help you feel part of our worship together.

Cathedral Facebook QR code below.

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service.


http://www.stmagnus.org/
mailto:JFreeth@churchofscotland.org.uk

Sunday 21 December 2025
The Fourth Sunday in Advent
Morning Service —11.15am

The Very Rev Dr Susan Brown is leading our worship today.

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop
system, please turn to the "T" setting.

If you are able, please stand at parts marked *
All are invited to say the words in bold print.

Welcome

Gathering Music

Lighting of the Christ candle

Christ came to be, light in the darkness.

All: Light up our lives, Lord Jesus, and light up the life of this world.
Dispel the shadows and show us how to live reflecting your light
until it spreads to every corner of the globe - and beyond!

All sing (seated) Hymn 281 (v.1,3,4) People, look East

Prayer and a time of Silence

Advent Light

* HYMN 285 The Angel Gabriel

Bible Reading:

Leader: Bless to our ears the story of Jesus' birth

All: and help us to take his coming to heart as we realise
afresh, the love that brought him into the heart of this
world.

Matthew 1:18-25

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother
was engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant
by the Holy Spirit. 2° Joseph her husband was a righteous man and because
he didn't want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement
quietly. 2° As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, don't be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the
Holy Spirit. 22She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins." 22Now all of this took




place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be
fulfilled:

23 | ook! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, And they
will call him, Emmanuel. (Emmanuel means "God with us.")

24\When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded
and took Mary as his wife. 2>But he didn't have sexual relations with her
until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus.

Leader: May we too, find the courage to see God at work in the
utterly unexpected.
All: And may we, through faith, work with God, to see God's

plans come to fruition.
*HYMN5 [Psalm8] O Lord, our Lord

Contemporary Reading

Anthem
SERMON

Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward]

* HYMN 286 Tell out, my soul

* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.]
Leader: No matter our age, our pasts, our faith experience, God calls

all of us into God's family. As a sign of that one-ness we

share the peace of Christ. Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.

Candle of Remembrance and Hope
[All sing]  Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death.
[The candle is lit.]
[All sing]  Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life.




Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer
[The prayers close with all saying together:]

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors: and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

for yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.

* HYMN 294 On Christmas night

Parting words:

Leader: It is God who goes before us and behind - and who promises
to walk with us always.
All: May we go from here, looking for the God who is with us

and discover, God is closer to us than our own breath.
* Benediction

* Choral Amen

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out

* %k * %k

NOTICES
Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the
St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell.
All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat.

Wednesday 24 December
11pm Community Carols, followed at 11.30pm by Watchnight Service.

----- 000-----

Sunday 28 December

11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. First Sunday of Christmas
----- 000-----

If you are a visitor and have enjoyed our service today you can join us
each week for a dedicated on-line service, either on FaceBook or
YouTube.

Search for St Magnus Cathedral Orkney on FB or use the QR code,
or @stmagnuscathedral9297 on YouTube

* % * %k




