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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle. 

The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its 
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order 

of service will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 
 

 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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Sunday 28 December 2025 
The First Sunday of Christmas 

Morning Service – 11.15am 

 
The Very Rev Dr Susan Brown is leading our worship today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop 
system, please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 

 
Welcome 
 
Gathering Music  
 
Lighting of the Christ candle 
All: Light of the world, you came to take away all darkness and fear, 

come again to this world to spread the light of your love. 
Everywhere. 

 
All sing (seated) Hymn 316 Love came down at Christmas 
 
Prayer and a time of Silence 
 
* HYMN 313 See! in yonder manger low 
 
Bible Reading: 
Leader:   Let God's voice rise from the written page to ripple out 

through our lives, to speak to us this day. 
All: Open our ears, our hearts and our minds and give us the 

courage to respond with all we have and are. 

Luke 2:8-20 
8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. 
9 The Lord's angel stood before them, the Lord's glory shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 
10 The angel said, "Don't be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you - 
wonderful, joyous news for all people. 11 Your saviour is born today in 
David's city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a sign for you: you will find a 
newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly a great 
assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They 
said, 14 "Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he favours." 
15 When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
"Let's go right now to Bethlehem and see what's happened. Let's confirm 



what the Lord has revealed to us." 16 They went quickly and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they 
reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard 
it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 Mary committed these 
things to memory and considered them carefully. 20 The shepherds 
returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 

Leader: Let these words inspire us to respond to the good news of 
the God who is with us always. 

All: Lead us to find you, good Lord, in the midst of this world 
today. So may we rejoice in your life and work, here and 
now. 

 
* HYMN 28 [Psalm 36] Thy mercy, Lord, is in the heavens 
 
Contemporary Reading 
 
Anthem  
 
SERMON 
 
Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward] 
 
* HYMN 310 See him lying on a bed of straw 
 
* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: Christ binds us together and calls us to live at one with God, 

others, and ourselves. Recognising the love that holds us at 
its heart, we share the peace. Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 
Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life. 

 
  



Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer 
[The prayers close with all saying together:] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors: and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 

for yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* HYMN 320 Joy to the world! 
 
Parting words: 
Leader: The child in the manger, was born to set all people free. 
All: May we work with him, caring for all God's people and all 

God's world - for his name's sake. 
 
* Benediction 
 
* Choral Amen 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 

**--------------------** 

NOTICES 
Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 

St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 
All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 

-----oOo----- 
Sunday 4 January 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. Epiphany 

-----oOo----- 
If you are a visitor and have enjoyed our service today you can join us 

each week for a dedicated on-line service, either on FaceBook or 
YouTube. 

Search for St Magnus Cathedral Orkney on FB or use the QR code, 
or @stmagnuscathedral9297 on YouTube 

**--------------------** 
 


