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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle. 

The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its 
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order 

of service will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 
 

 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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Sunday 4 January 2026 
Epiphany 

Morning Service – 11.15am 

 
The Very Rev Dr Susan Brown is leading our worship today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop 
system, please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 

 
Welcome 
 
Gathering Music  
 
Lighting of the Christ candle 
Leader: Having crossed the threshold of a new year, guide our feet, Lord 

Jesus, that we may walk in the paths you choose. To your glory.  
All: Lead us in your ways that we may find truth and wholeness in 

and through you - and praise you always. 
 
All sing (seated) Hymn 295 (verses 1 and 2)  

Who would think that what was needed 
 
Prayer and a time of Silence 
 
* HYMN 315 Once in Royal David's city 
 
Bible Reading: 
Leader:  For words to open our minds in wonder, we give God thanks. 
All: Speak to us through the Word made flesh to transform us 

and to transform the life of the world. 

Matthew 2:1-12 [Contemporary English Version] 
2 When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was 
king. During this time some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem 
2 and said, "Where is the child born to be king of the Jews? We saw his 
star in the east and have come to worship him." 
3 When King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so was everyone 
else in Jerusalem. 4 Herod brought together the chief priests and the 
teachers of the Law of Moses and asked them, "Where will the Messiah 
be born?" 
5 They told him, "He will be born in Bethlehem, just as the prophet wrote, 
6 'Bethlehem in the land of Judea, you are very important among the 



towns of Judea. From your town will come a leader, who will be like a 
shepherd for my people Israel.' " 
7 Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when they had 
first seen the star. 8 He told them, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, let me know. I also want to go and 
worship him." 
9 The wise men listened to what the king said and then left. And the star 
they had seen in the east went on ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 They were thrilled and excited to see the 
star. 
11 When the men went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his 
mother, they knelt down and worshipped him. They took out their gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh and gave them to him. 12 Later they were 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, and they went back home by 
another road. 

Leader: Let God's Spirit move and inspire us - and surprise us and 
challenge us. 

All: And may that Spirit help us to meet the Christ child afresh, 
in every new day. 

 
* HYMN 76 [Psalm 116] How can I ever thank the Lord 
 
Contemporary Reading 'The Christmas Story' St Paul's Auckland 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWq60oyrHVQ 
 
Anthem  
 
SERMON 
 
Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward] 
 
* HYMN 326 As with gladness men of old 
 
* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: As a tiny part of the people of God, and as a symbol of the 

one family we are, in God, we share and pass on the peace. 
Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 
Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life.  



Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer 
[The prayers close with all saying together:] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors: and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 

for yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* HYMN 322 Good Christians, all rejoice 
 
Parting words: 
Leader: The new and the old, are all in God's hands. The past meets 

the present in God and turns us to look forward to a future in 
which God will be. 

All: You, Creator God, are a God of promise. Help us to trust you 
are with and in - us and the whole of your world, today and 
always. 

 
* Benediction 
 
* Choral Amen 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 

**--------------------** 

NOTICES 
Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 

St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 
All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 

-----oOo----- 
Sunday 11 January 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration.  

-----oOo----- 
If you are a visitor and have enjoyed our service today you can join us 

each week for a dedicated on-line service, either on FaceBook or 
YouTube. 

Search for St Magnus Cathedral Orkney on FB or use the QR code, 
or @stmagnuscathedral9297 on YouTube 

**--------------------** 
 


