ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL
Sunday 7 December 2025 - The Second Sunday in Advent
Morning Service —11.15am

The Very Rev Dr Susan Brown is leading our worship today.

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop system,
please turn to the "T" setting.

If you are able, please stand at parts marked *
The congregation is invited to say the words in bold print.

Welcome

Gathering Music: Thy Kingdom Come

Lighting of the Christ candle

All: Coming Christ child, re-kindle in all, the surprise and excitement of your
birth. And in a world where so many see no need of you, let your light
so shine, that hearts are warmed and filled with hope and peace. To
your glory.

All sing (seated) Hymn 212 Morning has broken

Prayer and a time of Silence

Advent Light

* HYMN 273 O come, O come, Emmanuel

Bible Reading:

Leader: May our ears be open to hearing God's voice.

All: And through God's Spirit may those words speak to our

very souls.

Matthew 3:1-12

At that time John the Baptist came to the desert of Judea and started preaching.
2"Turn away from your sins," he said, "because the Kingdom of heaven is near!"
3 John was the man the prophet Isaiah was talking about when he said, "Someone
is shouting in the desert, 'Prepare a road for the Lord; make a straight path for him
to travel!' " *John's clothes were made of camel's hair; he wore a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. ° People came to him
from Jerusalem, from the whole province of Judea, and from all over the country
near the Jordan River. 6 They confessed their sins, and he baptised them in the
Jordan.

"When John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to him to be baptised, he
said to them, "You snakes - who told you that you could escape from the

punishment God is about to send? Do those things that will show that you have
turned from your sins. ? And don't think you can escape punishment by saying that
Abraham is your ancestor. | tell you that God can take these rocks and make
descendants for Abraham! ° The axe is ready to cut down the trees at the roots;
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown in the fire. 11|
baptise you with water to show that you have repented, but the one who will come
after me will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. He is much greater than | am;
and | am not good enough even to carry his sandals. 2 He has his winnowing shovel
with him to thresh out all the grain. He will gather his wheat into his barn, but he
will burn the chaff in a fire that never goes out."

Leader: Grant us understanding, inspiration and the courage to believe.
All: So may your words come alive in us and in the life of the world.
* HYMN 53 [Psalm 89] Oh, greatly blessed the people are

Contemporary Reading

Anthem
SERMON

Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward]

* HYMN 470 Jesus shall reign
* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.]
Leader: God calls us his — no matter who or what we are. And God it is,
who welcomes us here. May peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
Candle of Remembrance and Hope
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death.
[The candle is lit.]
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life.

Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer
[These prayers conclude with all saying together, the Lord's prayer -]
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors: and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
for yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.




* HYMN 336 Christis our light!

Parting words:
Leader: We go now with God, trusting God's presence to envelope us and

to inspire us to live more fully.
All: May we go, daring to let God lead us now, into life that never
ends.

* Benediction
* Choral Amen

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out

NOTICES
Sunday 7 December
After the service today, the Guild is holding a Christmas soup lunch in the St Magnus
Centre. All members of the congregation and friends are warmly invited to come
along. There is no set charge, but donations in aid of the Guild's projects would be
welcome.

----- 000--—--

Sunday 14 December

11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. Third Sunday in Advent
----- 000--—--

If you are a visitor and have enjoyed our service today you can join us each week
for a dedicated on-line service, either on FaceBook or YouTube.

Search for St Magnus Cathedral Orkney on FB or use the QR code,
or @stmagnuscathedral9297 on YouTube
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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 by St Rognvald,
in honour of Magnus, his uncle. The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney
and its doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order of service
will help you feel part of our worship together.

Cathedral Facebook QR code below.
|

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service.
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