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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle. 

The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its 
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order 

of service will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 
 

 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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Sunday 18th January 2026 
Morning Service - 11.15am 

Rev June Freeth is leading our worship today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop system, 
please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 
 
Welcome 
Gathering Music  

Lighting of the Christ candle 
All: This Light reminds us that we are part of all that sustains or 

destroys life. Creation and destruction occur in continually 
unfolding ways. And so may we open our ears to the continually 
unfolding Word. 

All sing [seated] Hymn 305 (verses 1, 2 and 5) In the bleak midwinter 
Gathering Meditation, Prayer and a Time of Silence 

* PRAISE "Welcome to Worship"  

We are thankful for a greeting And a welcome we all prize; 
We have come to join in worship, Searching for what satisfies; 
With a welcome as we gather We can feel our spirits rise. 

'Welcome' is the way of Jesus; 'Welcome' is his promised word; 
Welcome is for saints and sinners; All are welcome; all have erred; 
Jesus speaks his word of welcome - We respond for we have heard. 

We all join in affirmation Of the love of God we know; 
Like the vastness of an ocean Love is here in constant flow; 
I am welcome; you are welcome; Jesus says, "Let it be so." George Stuart 

Bible Reading: 
Reader: Until we see ourselves in the words we read and the stories 

we hear, it is easy to remark on the rest of the world. 
All: May the light of these words fall strong upon each of us, 

that we can find the truth they reveal in our own hearts. 

Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of 
Herod, some wise ones came to Jerusalem from the east. 'Where is the 
newborn ruler of the Jews?' they asked. 'We saw his star as it rose and 
have come to do homage.' 
At this news Herod became greatly disturbed, and all Jerusalem as well. 
Herod called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, 
and inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 'At Bethlehem in 



Judaea,' they said, 'for this is what the prophet wrote: And you 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judaea you are by no means least among the 
leaders of Judaea, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my 
people Israel.' Then Herod summoned the wise ones, asked them 
privately the exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them 
to Bethlehem. 'Go and find out all about the child, and when you have 
found this child, let me know, so that I too may go and do homage.' Having 
listened to what Herod had to say, they set out. And there in front of them 
was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the 
place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, 
and going into the house they saw the child with his mother, Mary, and 
falling to their knees they did homage. Then opening their treasures, they 
offered gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned 
in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by 
a different way. 

Reader: Ordinary, simple things, bring awe and wonder to our 
everyday. 

All: And we find blessing all about us. May our minds ever 
ponder these words as these stories settle into our minds, 
may we feel them stir and lift our hearts. 

* HYMN 31 [Psalm 40] I waited patiently for God 
Contemporary Reading 
Anthem  
SERMON 
Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward] 

* PRAISE "Now the star of Christmas"  

Now the star of Christmas shines into our day, 
points a new direction: change is on the way - 
there's another landscape to be travelled through, 
there's a new-born spirit broadening our view. 

When the Christ of Christmas speaks to heart and mind, 
clears the clouded vision uniting humankind, 
kindred spirits gather, drawn toward the light, 
sharing revelation, joyful at the sight. 

If we choose to follow, we may yet be wise. 
Where the three kings travel, three great faiths arise: 
Jesus Christ for Christians, Jesus, Judah's son, 
Prophet for the Muslim, wisdom in each one. 

Where the star enlightens, light is shared around. 
God has drawn no borders, faith sees common ground: 
Peace the hopeful journey, justice without bar, 
God's illumination from a Christmas star. Shirley Erena Murray 



* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: Let us now take a moment to celebrate each other. 
 May a heart of peace rest with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle of Remembrance and Hope is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life. 

Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer 
All:  Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom the Power and the Glory for ever 
Amen. 

* HYMN 326 As with gladness men of old 

* Parting words and Benediction 

* Choral Amen 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 
**--------------------** 

NOTICES 
Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 

St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 
All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 

-----oOo----- 
MALAWI Music Fund is at The Blue Door Tuesday 20th – Saturday 24th 
January. Items may be dropped off at Easdale House, Easdale Loan, 
Kirkwall (Tel: 872952) Please phone if you'd like them collected. Raffle 
prizes & home bakes gratefully received. Please help to enable Malawi's 
orphaned children to transform their lives. 

-----oOo----- 
Sunday 25th January 
9.30am Early communion in the St Rognvald Chapel 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration 

**--------------------** 


