
ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL 
Sunday 15 March 2026 

Morning Service – 11.15am 

Worship Leader Rosemary Moon is conducting our service today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop system, 
please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 

Welcome 
Gathering Music: Open are the gifts of God Margaret J.Storr (Bell) 

Lighting of the Christ candle 
All: In our darkening world Christ is our Light. May Christ's light illuminate the 

way of truth, hope and kindness. May we not be blinded by darkness and 
choose to walk in the light, in the Jesus Way. 

All sing [seated] Hymn 791 Open your eyes, see the glory of the King 
Gathering Meditation, Prayer and a time of silence 
* HYMN 182 Now thank we all our God 

Bible Reading: 
Reader: The wisdom of the Scriptures fills our hearts 
All: May we hear both wisdom and meaning for the days ahead. 

Verses from John, Chapter 9 Jesus heals a man born blind 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind since birth. Jesus' disciples 
asked, "Teacher, why was this man born blind? Was it because he or his parents 
sinned?" "No, it wasn't!” Jesus answered. "But because of his blindness, you will 
see God work a miracle for him." After Jesus said this, he spat on the ground. He 
made some mud and smeared it on the man's eyes. Then he said, "Go wash off the 
mud in Siloam Pool." The man went and washed in Siloam, which means "One Who 
Is Sent." When he had washed off the mud, he could see. The man's neighbours 
and the people who had seen him begging wondered if he really could be the same 
man. Some of them said he was the same beggar, while others said he only looked 
like him. But he told them, "I am that man." 
The day when Jesus made the mud and healed the man was a Sabbath. So the 
people took the man to the Pharisees. They asked him how he was able to see, and 
he answered, "Jesus made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. Then after 
I washed it off, I could see." Some of the Pharisees said, "What do you say about 
this one who healed your eyes?" "He is a prophet!" the man told them. But the 
Jewish leaders would not believe that the man had once been blind. They sent for 

his parents and asked them, "Is this the son that you said was born blind? How can 
he now see?" The man's parents answered, "We are certain that he is our son, and 
we know that he was born blind. But we don't know how he got his sight or who 
gave it to him. Ask him! He is old enough to speak for himself." The man's parents 
said this because they were afraid of their leaders. 
The leaders called the man back and said, "We know that Jesus is a sinner." The 
man replied, "I don't know if he is a sinner or not. All I know is that I used to be 
blind, but now I can see!" "What did he do to you?" they asked. "How did he heal 
your eyes?" The man answered, "I have already told you once, and you refused to 
listen. This is the first time in history anyone has ever given sight to someone born 
blind. Jesus could not do anything unless he came from God." The leaders told the 
man, "You have been a sinner since the day you were born! Do you think you can 
teach us anything?" Then they said, "You can never come back into any of our 
synagogues!" 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he went and found the man. Then Jesus 
asked, "Do you have faith in the Son of Man?" He replied, "Sir, if you will tell me 
who he is, I will put my faith in him." "You have already seen him," Jesus answered, 
"and right now he is talking with you." The man said, "Lord, I put my faith in you!" 
Then he worshipped Jesus. Jesus told him, "I came to judge the people of this world. 
I am here to give sight to the blind and to make blind everyone who can see." When 
the Pharisees heard Jesus say this, they asked, "Are we blind?" Jesus answered, "If 
you were blind, you would not be guilty. But now that you claim to see, you will 
keep on being guilty." 

Reader: May we hear the message in these words 
All: And find meaning and inspiration in it. 

* HYMN 465 Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart 
Contemporary Reading 
Anthem: O for a closer walk with God Arr. C.V.Stanford 
SERMON 

Time for Reflection "Thorns in the Straw" by Graham Kendrick,  
sung by Lucy Bunce 

[during which the offering will be brought forward] 

* HYMN 555 Amazing grace! 

* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: Jesus gives us peace. Not as the world can give it, but the peace of God. 

May the peace of God be with you and with all those that you love    
All: And also with you. 
  



Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle of Remembrance and Hope is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life. 

Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer 
God who cares for us 

the wonder of whose presence fills us with awe. 
Let kindness, justice and love shine in our world. 

Let your secrets be known here as they are in heaven. 
Give us the food and the hope we need for today. 

Forgive us our wrongdoing 
as we forgive the wrongs done to us. 

Protect us from pride and from despair 
and from the fear and hate which can swallow us up. 

In you is truth, meaning, glory and power 
while worlds come and go. 

Amen. 

* HYMN 352 O for a thousand tongues, to sing my great Redeemer's praise 

* Parting words 
Leader: Amazing Grace, may we see clearly the path You have planned for us and 

follow it, taking our Sunday worship out into our everyday world. 
All: We go to follow You, and to share the Good News of Your love and 

generosity with all those we meet in our everyday. 

* Benediction 
* Choral Amen 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 
**--------------------** 

NOTICES 
Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 

St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 
All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 

-----oOo----- 
Sunday 22 March 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. Boys' Brigade church parade. 

**--------------------** 
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Interim Moderator: Rev Stella McBurnie Tel:  01224   049936 

SMcBurnie@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Pastoral Minister: Rev June Freeth Tel:  01856   721449 

JFreeth@churchofscotland.org.uk 
________________________________________ 

Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 by St Rognvald, 
in honour of Magnus, his uncle. The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney 
and its doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order of service 

will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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