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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle.
The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order
of service will help you feel part of our worship together.

Cathedral Facebook QR code below.

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service.
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Sunday 8 March 2026
Morning Service - 11.15am

Mark Causer is leading our worship today.

If you are able, please stand at parts marked *
All are invited to say the words in bold print.

Welcome
Gathering Music: The great love of God is revealed in the Son
(Words at Hymn 358)

Lighting of the Christ candle

* Opening Responses:

Leader: We come to the well, tired, thirsty, and hoping for renewal.
All: Meet us here, O Christ, as you met the woman at the well.
Leader: In this place, may we find welcome, honesty, and grace.
All: Meet us here, O Christ, as you met the woman at the well.
Leader: Draw us to the water that restores and reshapes us.

All: Meet us here, O Christ, as you met the woman at the well.
All sing [seated] Hymn 540 | heard the voice of Jesus say

Gathering Meditation, Prayer and a time of Silence
* HYMN 167 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah

Bible Reading:

Reader: Into this moment comes a word for us, not loud, but clear,
not grand, but true; a word like water offered at the well.

All: May this Gospel be such a word, and may its truth inform
and illuminate our way.

John 4:5-42

>So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 'Give me
a drink'. 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan
woman said to him, 'How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman
of Samaria?' (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)
Vjesus answered her, 'If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, "Give me a drink", you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.' 'The woman said to him, 'Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? ?Are
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his
sons and his flocks drank from it?' Jesus said to her, 'Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, **but those who drink of the
water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give




will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.' 1°The
woman said to him, 'Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty
or have to keep coming here to draw water.'

18Jesus said to her, 'Go, call your husband, and come back.' ¥’The woman
answered him, 'l have no husband.' Jesus said to her, 'You are right in
saying, "I have no husband"; ‘8for you have had five husbands, and the
one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!' **The
woman said to him, 'Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 2°0Our ancestors
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people
must worship is in Jerusalem.' !Jesus said to her, 'Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. *’You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 22But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. 2*God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.' 2The woman said to him, 'l know that Messiah is coming' (who is
called Christ). 'When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.' ®Jesus
said to her, 'l am he, the one who is speaking to you.'

27)ust then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, 'What do you want?' or, 'Why are you
speaking with her?' 2Then the woman left her water-jar and went back
to the city. She said to the people, *'Come and see a man who told me
everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?' 3°They
left the city and were on their way to him.

3IMeanwhile the disciples were urging him, 'Rabbi, eat something.' *’But
he said to them, 'l have food to eat that you do not know about.' 3So the
disciples said to one another, 'Surely no one has brought him something
to eat?' 3Jesus said to them, 'My food is to do the will of him who sent
me and to complete his work. 3°Do you not say, "Four months more, then
comes the harvest"? But | tell you, look around you, and see how the fields
are ripe for harvesting. 3*The reaper is already receiving wages and is
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice
together. 3’For here the saying holds true, "One sows and another reaps."
38| sent you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have
laboured, and you have entered into their labour.'

39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's
testimony, 'He told me everything | have ever done.' “°So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed
there for two days. **And many more believed because of his word. **They
said to the woman, 'It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly
the Saviour of the world."



Reader: Into the silence of our hopes and dreams, words work upon
us to break, crack, open us to new understanding.

All: May we experience, in these words, a seeking after truth,
that we may lift ourselves to this same desire.
* HYMN 133 Source and Sovereign

Contemporary Reading

Anthem: Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake John Hilton

SERMON

Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward]
* HYMN 525 Have you heard the raindrops

* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.]

Leader: Let us take a moment to celebrate each other. May the deep
peace of Christ, who waits for us at the well, rest upon you.

All: And also with you.

Candle of Remembrance and Hope
[All sing]  Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death.
[The candle of Remembrance and Hope is lit.]
[All sing]  Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life.

Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors: and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

for yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.

* HYMN 622 We sing a love that sets all people free

* Closing Responses:

Leader:You have come to the well thirsty.

All: We leave quenched by the kindness of Christ.
Leader:You have come with questions heavy on your hearts.

All: We leave carrying living water for the journey.
Leader:You have come unsure of your place and your worth.
All: We leave knowing we are seen, known, and loved.

* Benediction
* Choral Amen

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out




