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________________________________________ 

Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle. 

The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its 
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order 

of service will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 
 

 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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Sunday 5 April 2026 – Easter Day 
Morning Service - 11.15am 

Rev Dr John Cook is leading our worship today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop system, 
please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 
 
Welcome 
Leader: In the darkness before dawn 
All: Christ is risen.  
Leader: In the grey of gloaming 
All: Christ is risen. 
Leader: In the first hint of light 
All: Christ is risen. 
Leader: In the dazzling full sun 
All: Christ is risen. 
Leader: Christ is risen! 
All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Gathering Music: Up, up! my heart! with gladness J.S.Bach 

Lighting of the Christ candle 
Leader: In light inextinguishable, in light inexhaustible, in light ineffable, 

the sunrise of Christ's resurrection shines into our lives. 
All: May our lives reflect, magnify, and focus his light into our world. 

All sing [seated] Hymn 408 At dawn the women made their way 

Prayer of Approach and Confession 

* HYMN 410 Jesus Christ is risen today 

Bible Reading: 
Reader: As Mary went to the disciples with good news 
All: So may we hear, and what we understand even in part, 

may we put into practice 

John 20:1-18 [New International Version] 
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" 3 So Peter and 
the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon 



Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 
strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped 
around Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the 
linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 
went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from 
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went 
back to where they were staying. 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb 
crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two 
angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and 
the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" 
"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they 
have put him." 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked her, "Woman, why 
are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the 
gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have put him, and I will get him." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned 
toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means 
"Teacher"). 17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the 
Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Leader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church 
All: Amen. So be it 

* PSALM 16 [Hymn 9, omit v.2] O God, my refuge, keep me safe 

Contemporary Reading: "Let him Easter in us" 
Let him easter in us, be a dayspring to the dimness of us,  
 be a crimson-cresseted east, 
More brightening her, rare-dear Britain, as his reign rolls, 
Pride, rose, prince, hero of us, high-priest, 
Our hearts' charity's hearth's fire, our thoughts' chivalry's throng's Lord. 

[From Stanza 35 of The Wreck of the Deutschland, by Gerard Manley Hopkins] 

Anthem: Blessed be the God and Father S.S.Wesley 

SERMON 

Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward] 

* HYMN 415 This joyful Eastertide 

* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: We may not cling on to Christ, to keep him for ourselves 
All: yet still in word and action we share our common identity 
  



Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle of Remembrance and Hope is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life. 

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY IN THE TRADITION OF THE MEAL 
St Magnus Cathedral is an open community and all are invited to 
Christ's table. Wherever you are on your faith's journey, wherever 
you have come from and wherever you are going to, whatever you 
believe, whatever you do not believe, you are welcome to 
participate in the communion. This sacred meal is for all people. 

Prayers of Concern 

* HYMN 419 Thine be the glory 

* Parting words 
Leader: As we leave this place and re-enter the world around us: 
All: may we know that we have encountered the risen Lord 
Leader: As we return to the people and to the tasks of today: 
All: may we bring the honesty, the truth, and the joy of that 

first Easter day into every encounter before us. 

* Benediction 

* Choral Amen 
 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 

**--------------------** 
NOTICES 

Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 
St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 

All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 
-----oOo----- 

Sunday 12 April 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. 

-----oOo----- 
If you are a visitor and have enjoyed our service today you can join us 

each week for a dedicated on-line service, either on FaceBook or 
YouTube. 

Search for St Magnus Cathedral Orkney on FB or use the QR code, 
or @stmagnuscathedral9297 on YouTube 

**--------------------** 


