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Welcome to St Magnus Cathedral. It was founded in 1137 
by St Rognvald, in honour of Magnus, his uncle. 

The Cathedral belongs to the people of Orkney and its 
doors are open to all. If you are a visitor, we hope this order 

of service will help you feel part of our worship together. 
________________________________________ 

 

Cathedral Facebook QR code below. 
 

 

 

Please, NO photography of any sort during the service. 
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Sunday 17 May 2026 
Morning Service - 11.15am 

Rev Alex W Evans is leading our worship today. 

We welcome all visitors to our service. To use the induction loop system, 
please turn to the "T" setting. 

If you are able, please stand at parts marked * 
All are invited to say the words in bold print. 
 
Welcome 

Gathering Music: Psalm 23 Antony Hopkins 

Lighting of the Christ candle 
Leader: Because of war, because of violence and terror near and far, 

because there is still so much unrest in our hearts and in the 
world, 

All: We keep lighting the Christ candle. 
Leader: We affirm that Christ's light can overcome all darkness. 
All: All glory and thanks be to God. 

Gathering Thoughts 
Leader: We have come into this sacred space. 
All: We have committed this day to open our hearts to God, to 

listen for God's voice, to be moved toward deeper discipleship. 
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
All: We renew our lives for God's work. Let us worship God. 

* HYMN 167 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah 

Prayer of Praise, Confession and Thanksgiving 

Bible Reading: Psalm 139:1-18 [Responsively] 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with 
all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 
completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I 
cannot attain it. 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your 
presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, 
you are there. 

  



If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of 
the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall 
hold me fast. 

If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me 
become night," 

even the darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in 
my mother's womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in 
secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them — they are more than the sand; 
I come to the end — I am still with you. 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

* HYMN 662 Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts 

Contemporary Reading "Who is Jesus?" 

Anthem: Lord, I trust thee G.F.Handel 

Scripture Reading and Sermon Acts 1:6-14 "Where is Jesus?" 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not 
for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth." 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of 
Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go into heaven." 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount 
of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they 



went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were 
Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

Time for Reflection [during which the offering will be brought forward] 

Dedication of the Offering 

* HYMN 557 O Love that wilt not let me go 

* Sharing the Peace [We share a handshake or bow with hands together.] 
Leader: Let us now see the light and love of Christ in one another. 
 May a heart of peace rest with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Candle of Remembrance and Hope 
[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, he rescues me from death. 
[The candle of Remembrance and Hope is lit.] 

[All sing] Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, he leads me into life. 

Prayers of Concern and the Lord's Prayer 
[The prayers close with all saying together:] 

Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory for ever. Amen. 

* HYMN 173 Sing to God new songs of worship 

* Parting words and Benediction 

* Choral Amen 
 

Please remain seated until choir and clergy have processed out 

**--------------------** 
NOTICES 

Coffee is served after the service in the north aisle leading up to the 
St Rognvald Chapel, next to the Royal Oak bell. 

All are warmly invited to join us for coffee and a chat. 
-----oOo----- 

Sunday 24 May 
11.15am Morning Service of Celebration. 

**--------------------** 


